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y Man may Tr < 
In VVord and Deed? | 
Exceeding true and iuft, 


I WITH 
3 A Compariſon betweene a Thiefe 
Yo and a Booke. 


is Pritten by Toh Taylor. 
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LONDON, 


4 paced for Henry Goſſon , and a 
*tobeſold at Chriſt Church Gate. 
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His Water Rat, (or Art) TI would commend, | 
Burtchat | know not to begin or end; 


dd moue my Muſeto write Laudew-Authoris; 


atisa Scholler of the Scho»le of Croydon, - 
Nho when he hath more yeeres and learning got, 
 Fcle praiſe him more, or lefe,or not 2 jor. 


Ginen vpoa Shronue Tueſday frons 
enr ſeat, ix the ſecond Forme 


of the famous free Schoole of 
Croydon. 


By Ricard HaTTON 


When 


ſeread his Verſes ro me,and which mers is, *. / 


For his Land Diſcoveries ? ſheſhould praiſe him, »7 j9vch 
Whither wold then his I1quid knowledgeraiſchimaf bi 


lede his two Treatiſes of Thiefr afid Whore, ** toScot- | 
ſou'le thiake it time for him to I6aue his Oute; © © _ = 
Jet thus much of his worth I cannot ſmidthier,” pope 

: . mug, ” 
Tis well for vs when Thieaes peach one another. op the Þ@e | 
ſhis Preface is but poore, '*tis by a boy done, per Boat, 


"WW Hen a Freſh Waterman doch curn Silt Poet; 
His Muſe muft practle all the world muſ 
know it ; 
* Of Where and Theewes (he writes two mery Books) 
+ Helonesthem both, I know it by his lookes. 
 Alas[ wrong him: blame my muſe not me, 
' She neuer ſpake before, and rude may be. 


Ginen from the low citateof 
the fift Forme neere tothe 


By GEORGE HaTTON. 


Schoole doore at Croy-ITt 
don beforeſaid, þ 
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TO 
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{ 


- [The firſt Pen,the firſt line it pleat 'dto walke in, 


by Art I play, but will not eate your Rat. pleaſed 

[thanke you that you did fo ſoone determine, nagram- | 
{To Anagram my Art intoa Vermne, __—_ - 

for which I vow, if cre you keepea Dayrie, es I 
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THE HOPEFVLL 
PAIRE OF BRETHREN), 
and my worthy Patrons, Maſter :.. 


R1iCHARD, and G 5 0,-6.1 272048 


HarrToxN, Louve,Learning, 
and t1ue bappineſſe. 


= Muſes,th'onea Youth,and one an Infant, 


Gaueinerwo Panegyricksar one Inſtanc, 


bn 


Aa 
ZIFEY 


\ E 
” v 

+ & 

+ t3 

« 


Did make my «rt a Rat:and like Grimalkss, ma. 
Ora kinde needfull Vermin-courling Car, : 


O0f (now and then )a Cheeſe] will imparre ye, Rar,for 
Kinde M" George,your Muſe muſt be exalted, ter Arr, | 
My Poetry you very well haue ſalted. which Id 
lt keeps things ſweer,& make them relliſh ſ2uory, _— | 
And you hauepowdred well my honeſt kaa. &c, 7 i 
Tthanke you to,nor will I be ingratefull, be 4 tr 
hilt Rime or Reaſon dcignes to fill my pate full, 4, 


4 You 


Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
Yau truely fay that I loueFhores and Theewes well, 
And half yoarſpeech I think the world belecucs wel 
For ſhould ] hate a Theefe;Theewer are ſo common, 
I well could neither Jouc my felfe nor noman. 

Bur for hover loue,my purſe would neucthold our, 
They'l cheat and pick the (iluer and the gold our, 

Yau beth have grac'd my 7bijefe, he hath cantelled, 
You (like'two Shriezes)cennay'd him co be Preſſed, 
Jo mirth.you write to me,on ſmall requeſting, 

For which I thanke you both jn harmileſſeieſting, } 
And may yenr ſtudies to ſuch goodues raiſe you, | 
That God may cuer loue, #hd good men praite you, | 


Townrs,when you will, wwere you will, 
in what you will, as you will, with 
your will, againft your will at this 
time,at any time, at all times, or 
ſometimes ,in paſtimes. 


loun Tarios, 


To 


SEES 


'To any Reader He or Shee, 
Ir makesno matter what they be. 


Hen you open this firſt leafe, 
i [oaginc you arc come. within 
the dpore of my houſe, where 
{ 4CCording 4s you behaue your 
$ [clues you are corteonſly wel. 

RE £67:0,07 you may lay down the 
00k & go the ſame way you came:the flattering 


—————— 


| of Readers,or begging their acceptance us an ar-: 


gument that the ware is ſcarce good which the 
Author meanes to viter, or that it is a cheape 
yeare of Wit ,and his lyes vpon his hands, which 
makes him pitifully, like a Suppliant to begin 
Honorably.complainech to your Humble- 
neſſe.('trs but miffaken, the firft ſhould be laft.; 
Some men hane demanded of me, why 1 do write 
vpon ſuch fleight Subicfts, as the praiſe of 
Hempſeed. The Trauailes of Twclue-pence. 
\Taylors Gooſe. The Antiquity of Begging. 


A Cormorant. A Common Whore, And 
now anarrant Thicke 2 To whom 1 anſwer 


here , 


To the Reader, 


here, that many Grane and excellent Writers | 
hane imployed their ſiudies to good purpoſes ins 
rriuiall matters as my ſelfe , and 1 am afſnr:d 
that the meaner the ſubied? is, the better the 1n. 
wention muſt be, for (4s Tom Naſh ſaid) euery 
F oole cap fetch Water out of the Sea,or pick cory 
out of full Sheaues , but to wring Oyle out of 
Flint,or make 4 plentifull Bareef, with little op 
wo Seed, that s the Workman, but that s net 1, 
And Gentlemen, as 1 lately ſemt you «Whore 
that was honeſt, ſo 1 bane now ſent you a Thicke, 
that willnener r0b you norpicke your pockets of 
wore then you are willing to part withall. 


Yours at all goodtimes: | 


Ionun TaytLios. 


A THIEFE. 


Lately to the world did ſend a * hore ( poore : aAB 


And ſhee was welcome, though ſhee was bur 
And being fo, it did mot ſtrange appeare._- 
That pouertie found'any welcome here, 
But whea I ſaw that many rich men ſought, 
My hore,and wich their coine her freedom bought 
I mus'd, but as the cauſe I our did ferric 


| Ifound ſomerich in purſe, ſome poorein merit, + : 


Some learned Schollers, ſome that {carce can (pell : 


; Yerall did loue an honeſt, Fhore, right well, 


'Twas onely, ſuch as theſe that entertain'd her., 
Whilſt ſcarnful Knaxes,and witles Forles diſdaind 
Now ta defend her harmleiſe Innocence, (her, 
| ſend this Th4efe to beiher iuſt defence. 

Againſt all crue-men;4nd 1'le vadertake 

There are not many that dare anſwer make. 
Thenrowze my Awſe,be valiant,and be briete, 
Be confident my true:2nd conſtant Thiefe : 


' ThyTtadeis ſcatt'red vhiuerſally, 


Throughout the ſpacious worlds Rotundity, 


For 


A Theefe. 

Forall eftates and funAions great and ſmall, 
Arc for the moſt part Theexer1n generall. 
Excepting Millers, Weauers, Taylors,and 
Such crue trades as no ſtealing vnderſiand. 
Thou art a Thiefe (my Booke) and being (6 
Thou find t thy fellowes whereſoeu'r chou gee, 
Birds of a feather till wil hold cogether, 

And all the world with thee are of a feather - 
The ods is, thon'rt a Thiefe by nomination, 
And moſt of men arc Theewes in their vocation, 
Thou neither doft cog cheat,ſReale,ſmeare orlye, 
Or gacher'(t goods by falſe diſhoneſty, 

And thou ſhalt live when many of the Crue 
Shall in a Halter bid che world adue. 

And now a thovght inco my minde doth fall 
To prove whence Theewer haue their original: 
I fnde that Iwpiter did wantonly | 

On Maja gera fonne call d Hercary, 

To whom the people oft did Sacrifice, - 
Accouncing him the god of Merchandizc: - ' 
Of Eloquerice, and rarc invention ſharpe, 
And that he firft of all deviſ'd the Harpe, 


The god of Tumblers, [vglers, Fooles andlefters, 


Of Theewes, and Fidlersthar theeatth bepefters, 
Faire YVeures was his Sifter, and | finde 
| He was to hey ſo much vnkindely kinde, - 
'Thathe on her begat Hermuphyodite 
As Onid very wittily doth Writes 7 37561 
His wings on head #ndheele true Emblems be 
How quick he can invene, howquickly fleez. 
C. 


By 
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AThiefe. 


| By him are Thieves inſpir'd; and from his gife 
They plot to ſtcale and run away moſt (wift : 
Incheir conceits and fleights, no men are ſharper, 
Each one as nimble fnger'd as a Harper, 
Thus T hieuing is not alregether baſe, 
Bur is deſcended from a lofty race. 
Morequer,eucry man,himſelfe doth ſhow 
To be the ſonne of Adaw, for we know 
He ſtolethe Fruic,and ener (ince,his Sced 
To ſcale from one another have agrecd. 
Our Infancy 1s Theft, tis manifeſt 
We cry and rebour Parents of their reft: 
Our Child-hood robs ys of our Infancy, 
And youth doth fteale our child-hood wantenly: 
Then Man-hoed pilfers all eur youth away, 
And middle-age,our Man-hoed doth conuay 
Varo the Thieuing hands of feeble age, 
Thus are we all Thieme, all our Pilgrimage. 
In all which progrefſe,many times by fealth 
Strange Gickneſles doe rob vs of our health. 
Reg: iteales our Reaſon, Ennythinkes it fir 
To tteale our Zowe,whilit Fol) fteales our wit. 
Pride filcheth from vs eur Humility, 
And Lechery doth fieale our honeſty: 


Baſe Awarice our conſcience doth purloin, (toyne, 
W hilft oath co ſteale our minds from worke doth 


Time fteales ypon vs, whilſt we cake ſmall care, 
And makes ys old before webe awarc: 

Sleepe and his brother Death conſpire our. fall, 
The one ſeales halfe ourliues,the other all. 


Thus 


A T hife. 


Thus are werobb'd by Aforphens,and by Moors, 
Till inthe end each Corps is like 2 Coarſe, 
Note but the {eaſons of the yeare and ſec 
How they like Thienzesro one another be 
From Winter; frozen tace,through ſnow & ſhowers, 
T he Sprim7 doch ſteale roots, plants, buds & flowers, 
Then Sewer robs the Spring of nacures ſure, 
And harueſt robs the Sommer of his truic, 
Then Wxrer comes againe,and he bercaucs 
The Harucit of the Graine, and trees of Leaues. 
And ti1us theſe {ſeaſons robs each other ill 
Round in their courſe, ike Horſes in a mill. 
The Elements, Earch, Water, Ayre and Fire 
Too rob each other daily doe conſpire : 
The fiery S:in from th Ocean, and each River 
Exhales the'r Waters. which they all dcliuer: 
This warer, into clowds the Ayre doth fteale 
Where it doth vnto Snow or Haile conpgeale, 
Vnr1ill ar laſt Earth robs the Avre againe 
Of his ſtolne Treaſure, Haile,fleete,ſnow or raine. 
Thns be it hot cr cold. or dry or wer, 
Theſe Thiezes, from one another ſteale and per. 
Night robs vs of the day,and day cf Night: 
Light pilfers darknefle, and the darknellc light. 
Thus life, death, tcaſons,and the Elements, 
And day and nipht,for Thiewer are preſidents. 
T wo Arrant Thienes weeuer beare about vs 
The one within,the other is without vs, 
All chat we get by toyle, or induſtry 


Our Backs and Betires ſteale continually, , 
'Or 


rs, 


AThiefe. 


; Fer though men labour with much care and carke, 
| Lie with the Lambe downe,riſc yp with the Larke, 
| Sweare and forſweare,deceiue,and licand cog, 


And liaue a Conſcience worſe then any Do 

Be moſt vngracious,extreme yilcand bac, 

Anc (ſo he gaine)nor caring for diſgrace : 

Let ſuch a Man or Woman count their gaines 

They haue but mcat,and raiment for their paincs, 
No more haue they that liue the honefteſt 

Thoſe that can ſay their Conſciences are beſt, 

Their Bellies and cheir Backes,day,night and hower, 
The fruits of all their labours do deuower :; 

Theſe Thr-mes doe rob vs, with our owne good will, 
And haue dame Natures warrant for it ſhll, 
Somtimes theſe Sharks do worke cach others wrack 
The Ranening belly often robs the back : 

Wec'le feed like Dimes, with Quaile, Raile & Pheſant, 
And be artird all tatter'd likea Peaſant, 

Sometimes the gawdy Backe, Mans Belly pines, 

For which he often with Duke Humphrey dines ; 
The whilſt the mind defends this hungry ftcalth 
And ſayesa temp'rate dyet maintaines health, 

Let ( or land cry, let guts with famine mourne, 

The maw s vnſcene, good out-ſides muft be worne. 
Thus do theſe Thiewes rob vs, and in this pother 
The mind conſents,and then they rob each other : 
Our XK»ew/edge and our Learning ( oft by chancc) 
Doth fteale and rob vs of our Ignorance : 


. Yer]gnorance may ſometime gaine promotion 


(Where it is held the Mother of deuotion ) 
£ But 


A Thief 


And fortune yery oft doth jultly fc 


Tobacco robs fome men if {o it hilt 
Vatil| che Pot rob them of all apaine, 


And thus within vs, and without ys we 
Arc Thienes,and by Thizwes alwayes pilla 
Firſt then ynto the greateft Thiewn-s of all 


And give the Honor due co him alone 


An Image, a ſjmilitude, er feature 


Belidgs they all commit this Fellony 


That 


But knowledge toynd wich learning,are 
Thar many times a man to begg'ry brings : 


Some to haue all the wealth,ſome all the wits ; 


Ic ſteales their Coyne (as Thienes do) in'a Miſh, 


Some inen torob the Pot will ne're refraine 


A prodigall canſtcale excceding Briefe, 
Picks his owne Purſe,and is his 0wne deare Theefe. 


gdc be. 


Whoſe Th:emery 1s molt high and Capirall: 
You thac for pompe,and Ticles cranſjcory 
Rob your Almighty waker of his Glory, 


Vnrto a Carued blocke, a ſtocke or ſtone, 


Of e Angel, Saint, or ſan, or any creature, 

To Altars, Lamps,or Holy Bread, or Waters, 
To Shrines or tapers,or ſuch juggling matters, 
To Reques, of the dead,or of the liuing 
mein e melt ſupreme? kind ef 7 hiewing. 


Breake the Sabbath day malicievuſlie, 
God'pives vs (ixe dayes, and himſelfc hath one, 
Wherein he would (with thanks) be called ypons 
And thoſethar ſteale that day to bad abuſcs, 
Rebs God of Honor, wicheuc all excuſcs3 


poor things | 


| 
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A Thiefe. 


Vnto theſe Theenes, my Thiefe doth plainely ell - . 
U tf. cont 4 
T hot though they hang not here, r 


Except repentance(and ynworchy Guerdon 


Through our Redeemers merits) gain their pardon. 


Then rhcr's a Crew of Theewes thar pry and lurch 
And itcale and ſhare the livings of che Church ; 


[T':c{e are Hels factors, Merchants of all euill , 
Rob God of Soules, and giue them co the Deuill. - 


For where the Tythe of many a Partſh may 

Allow 2 good ſufficient preacher pay, 

Yer ell:ſh pride,or luſt,or auarice, | 

0: one or other towle licentious Vice s 

Robs leaining, robs the pegple of their teaching. 


(Who in ſeuen 1 cares perhaps deth hegre no preas-- x 
(When as che Par{onage by account is found(ching) | 


Yearely worth two, 3 or 4 hunored pound, | 

Yet are thoſe ſoules feru'd, or elſe ſtaru'd I feare 
With a poore Reader for eight paundsa yeare, 
A Preacher breakes to vs the heau'nly Bread 


|Whereby our ftraying ſoules are taught and fed : + 


And for this heau'nly worke of his, 'tis ſenſe 
That men allow him earthly recompence, 

For ſhall he giue vs food char's ſpiritual 

And not haue meanes to feed him corporall 2 
No ſure; (of all men) tis moſt maniteit, 


cy ſhail in Hell 


Inthegs; 


7 thisprediea 
A painfall Churchman earnes his wages beſt, 7 men. 


pace of a 
Booke,calle 
the Sparit v 
Detrafion 
the Autber: 
cites twelul 
Pu ifhes in' 
one hunare. 
in» ales in 


Thoſe that keepe backe tlie T ythes, I tell chem crue 

Arearrant Theewes in robbing God, of 's due: 

|For they that rob Gods Church (rincreaſe their 

Tis moſt epparent, they rob God himlclfe, pclie) 
B 4s 


A Thiefe. "M 


The Patrox oft deales with his Miniſter 7 

ters Idol A&-Dionyſius did wich © [uptter, | ( 
eracuſa Peſtole his golden Cloake,and pur on him 7 
$1144. A Coartot Cotton (nothing neereſorrim) . ﬀ 
And to excuſe his thetr, he {aid the gald 6 

Was (robe worne,in Winter timc)ro0 cold, ' 

Bur in che Summer, twas too hot and heauy, k 

And ſo ſome Patrons vie the Tribe of Lear: p 

That for the Winters cold,or Summers hear, ls, 

They are ſo peld,they ſcarce have cloathes & meat, {, 
Amongit the r<tt,there may fome paſtors be, ir; 

Who enter im through curſed Simony : Tc 

| Bur all ſuchare notorious 7 heenes therefore 7 
| e 09"*-They climb the wall, & not com threngh thebdorg, |, 
| 1 Thus Aonclars d:d the Priefthood win IO; 
 _ From lafowby this fmonayck linne, - 

| For hedidpay thre: hundred T alents more hs 
;Then-lafen Wonld (or conld dis buiſe therefore. y, 

. : Ang many amitred Pope and C aryinall IF 
[This way hane goc their State Pomcheal': (grieves (He 

' Thelc robaand ttealc, (fo; which al: good men Jr, 

' And makeihe Hou!c ol Prayer, a den of Theewes, |( 

But though the Hangman, here{rhey can outiace fry, 

..* Yer they ſhall all haig in a worſcr pl:ice, (gaines [1 jr, 

T hen there are Theewes who wake the Church thelt |jp 

' Whocan preach wel,yer will noc take the paines: |5,;. 

Pumb dogs,or rau ning wolves, whoſe careles care | 


Doth far themſelnes, & keep their flocks moſt bare. jp, 

Befides Churchwardens,wich a griping fiſt | 

Like Theewes may rob their Veſtry, if they lift, nh 
- 4 


ww _ 


of Thiefe. 


'The p?ores negleGtor (O I pardon craue) 


ColleRor I ſhould 'ay. may play the knaue, 

[The Thiefe I would haue ſaid, but chuſe you whe- 
He may be borh,and ſo he may beneither, ( cher, 
Foleauing Chnech- theewes, wich their curſed ftealth 
lenow deleend vnto the Common. wealth, 
ind yer me thinkes | ſhould not pate the Court, 
But ſtare Theewze Garc not thither to reſort, 

Buc of all Theewes in any Kings Dominion, 

A Flatcerer 1s a Curpurſeof opinion, 

Tharlthe a Pick-pocker, doth lyc and wait, 

To ſte:Je himſelfe t11to a mans concelit. 

This Thiefe will often dawbe great mans Vice, 
Orrace his Vercue at too low a price, 

Orat roo high a pitch his worth will raiſe, 

To fill his eares with flatt'cy any wayes. 

Surveyors, and Purutzyors,now and chen 

My fteale, and yet be counted heneft men. 

When men doc tor their liuing labour true, 

He's a baſe 7hiefe rhat payes them not their due, 
They are all Th-ewes,thar live ypon the fruics 


(0f Monopoltes it vngodly Suites, 


The Iudge or Juſtice char doe Bribes deljre 
like Theemes, deſcrue a halter for their hire. 
\Reverend Father, worthy of beleeuing, 
aid raking bribes was Gentlcmar-like Theening, 


\Merchanc now and then his goods may bring, 


And fteale the Cuftome, and ſo rob the King. 


tbeemes they are all,thar ſcra pe and gather treaſures, 


Wares deceirfull,or falſe weights or meaſvres. 
B z Tha, 


A Thriefe. 

The Landlord is a 7Ticefe that racks his Rents, 
And mounts the price of rocten Tenements, 
— FW Almoſt ynto a damne1 doublerate, 

ryeres And ſuch a Tviefe * 25 that, my felte had late. 
Ke A paire of Lovers arc [tarke Theeues, for they 
ouzhrma- Doe kindely ttcale cach others hearts away, 
iy houlcs, Extortioners, | Theenes may cruely call , 
el Whorakemorc lacreſt, then the principall, 


nd many | 
}JOOre Mcn Exccurtors,and Quer-ſcers theent-g, 


Þrelenily All thoſe within che ranke of /hcenes muſt be, 
raiſed Our Thar truſt their wares out from 3 months to three, 
= |.» And make che Debrors thrice che worth to pay 
rom 3-1.ro , , 

L- 1.buc 1 Becauſe they truſtchem, theſe are Theewes | (ay, 
Ichanged Thar doe fell Tuur which vnro God belongs, 
bim quick- And begger whom they truft moſt, with theſe 
fly fora Hejs a Thieſe,and bajcly doth purtoyne, (wrongs, 
| better. yy ho borroweth of his neighbours £00ds, or coyne, 
And can,bur will no ſactrtaction give, | 

Theſe arc the moit notor: ous Theenes thar live, 
Vpon ſuci Tveencs (1t Law the lame allow d) 

A hanging were exccceding well beſtow'd, 

A Farmer 154 Thzeje,thart hoards vp Graine 

In hope of Dearth, by either D. ovght or Raine, 
He fteales Gods treaſures, ind doth quite torger, 
That overthem hee's but a Steward ler: 

And for this rob'ry he delerues ro weare 

A riding knot an inch below his care. 

Ot drinking Theexes exceeding ftorethereare, 
That ſtcale chemſelucs drunks &'rethey be aware: 


44 


ſ YE 


' 


lwel,and Have often wrong'd the dead, and rob'd the living. He 


IT: 


For 


| Bu 


A Thiefe. 
[Theſe are right Rob-pots,Rob-wits,and Rob-purſes, 
|To gaine diſeaſes, begg'ry,and Gods curſes. d 
Drawers and Tapfters toe,are Thiewes I thinke, 

That Nick their Pots, and cheat men of their drink» 
And when gueſts haue their liquor in their braine, * 
reale pots kalfe full,to fall them vp againe. 

Though this be T5ew'ry, yer I muſt confetle, 

Tis honeft Theft to puniſh Drunkennes. 

And of ſmall Thiexes, the Tapſter | preferre, 

ung. | Heis a Diunkards Executioner, 

For whileſt his money laſts he much affeRs him, 
Iree, | Then, with the Rod of poverty corrects him. 

y, [AChambecrlaine vnco his Guelts may creepe 

And picke their pockets, when th'are drunke aſleep: 
| But amoright Thiexes that are of low repute 

* {An Hoftleris a Thiefe moſt abſolute: 

ngt,| He with a Candles end Hortfe tecrh can Greaſe, 
yne, | They ſhall care neither Hay, Oares, Beanes,or Peaſe 
Belides a hole ith Maunger,wnd a bag 

( Hang'd ynderneath may cozcn inany a Nag, 
And ſpecially,if in a fable darke, 

If one doe not the Hoſtlers knau'ry marke. 
He will deceive 2 man, before his face, 

| | OnthePeck's bortome,ſome few O: tes he'le place, 
» | Whichſecmes as if it to che brim werefull, 

And chus the Knaue both Man and Horſe will gull, 
If he breake Horſe bread, he can thus much doe, 

| Amonſt five loaues, his Codpiece ſwallowes tiwo : 
The Hoſtler ſayes the horſe hath one good rricke, 


* | Quicke at his mcat, he nceds muſt travell quicke. 4 
q'4 B 3 - 
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If men,at full Racke for their Horſmeat pay, 


Sohardinto the racke hee'le tread the Hay, 


That out the poore beaſts cannot geta bit, 

And th'Hoſtler held an honeſt man for ir. 
For who would thinke the Horſes want their r/phe, 
When as ctheRacke 1s ſti]| full day and night? 
With bottles, if men will hauc Horſes fed, 

Tocach a Groates worth ere they goe to bed, 

The Thiewmr$ Hoſtler can rob Horic and Men, 

And ſteale the bottles from the racke agen, 

And puts in Hay chats piſt vpon,l wor, 

Which being dry'd,no horic will catc a jor, 

And all ſuch Holitlers, wherelocicthey be, 

Deſerue a Horſes n'ghicap tor cher Fee. 

One ſtole a wite, and marycd her in poſt, 

A hanging had becne better {tolne, almoſt: 

By ner he night and day was long perplex'd, 
Cornuced, {colded ar,detani'd and vex'd, 

T hae (in compariſon of all his paine) 

A friendly hanging had b:ene mighty gaine., 
There's an old (pcech, a Taylor 1s a Torefe, 

And an old ipeech he hath tor his rclictec, 

Tle nor equiuocare, i'lc giue him's due 

He (cruely) ſtcales not, or he ſteales not, true, 
Theſe thac report ſo, mighty wrong doe doc him, 
For how can he ſteal thac, that's brovght vnto him? 
And it may be they were fallc idle ſpeeches, * 

Thar one brought Cotton once,to line his breeches, 
And that the Taylor layd che Cotton by, 


And with old painted Cloach,the rome ſupply, 
Which 
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| Which as the owner (for his vſe did weare, 
A nayle, or ſceg,by chance his breech did reare 
Ar which he ſaw the Linings, and was wrothz 
| For Diner and Laz4rus on the painted Cloth, 
he, | The Gluttons Dogs,and Hels fire hotly burning, 
| With Fiends & fleſhooks,wieEce ther'sno rerurning, 
| Herip'd the other breech,and there he ſpide, 
| Thepaimpcr d Prodigal! on Cockhorle ride: 
. | There was his fare, his Fidlers,and his Who res, * This 


His being poore, and beaten out of Doores, lows E 
His keeping Hogs, his eating huskes fo: mear, ches w 

| His Lamentation.and his home rerrear, _ 
| His welcome to his Father, and che-ceaſt, — 
. 5 Ws cbriph, 
The fat Calte kill'd,all chefe things were expreſt, ' x hea 
Theſe Transformacons tld the'man with feare, onerth 
That he Hell fire within ts breech © ſhould beare, hadta 

| Hemus'd what ftrange tincnantments he had bin in, QtureC 
| > , "ONP---1 . tic D 
| Thar turo'd his innings 194.0 paired Linnen, di 
His tearc was grear,bur ar chelattcorid it, back 
A Wizard tol:t him, wa; the Fayier didir, nings® 
his du 


| Onetol ime ofa * Miller char had rower | 

| Sometimes coſteale 5 Buſhels our of foure ; — 
| Asoncea windmill (out of breath) lack'd winde, by po 
A teilow bronghr Foure buſhels there to prinde, Martid 
And hearing neither noy{e of knap oriller, * This \ 
Laid downe his corne, 2nd went ro ſecke the Miller: lr kep 
Some two flight-(hot to th'Ale-houſe he did war, my 
| Andlefchis Sacke in keeping with his Nag, yores i 
| The Miller came a by-way vp the hill, or Par'fl 


, And ſaw the Sacke of Corne itand at the Mill, in E7ex 
Percei- 
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Perceiuivg none that covld his Theift gai ne-ſay, 
Forcoll rooke Bag and Griit,and ali away, 

And acrolle- way vnco the Ale- houſe hy'd him. 

W heras the man that ſought him,quickly (pide him. 
Kinde Mille: (quoih the man) I let bur now 

A Sacke ot Wheat,and | inircat that rhoy 

Wile walke vp ro the Mill where ic doth lye, 

And prinde ic tor nenow the winde blowes hye, 
So vp the Hill they went,ard quick y found 

The Bag & Corn,ftoln from the ground vngrownd 
The poore man with his lot] c was tull of gricte, 
He,and the Miller went to [ecke the Threje, 

Or cle the Corne;a: laſt all ryr'd and (2d, 
mas (ay (Seeking both what he had not,2nd he had ) 

ie.d The Miller (co appeaſe or eaſc his paine ) 
pie Sol himone Buſhcll * of his wane againe. 

ae Thus out of foure , the man Five Buſhe«ls lo{l, 
in, an pl 

\ſiole Accounting truely all his Corneard coſt, 
buſhel To mend all of this Thiening Millers brood, 
poll. Onchaltc houres havging would h« very good. 
Bur there's a kinde of {tca!ing myſhicall, 
Pickpockec wits, filch lines Sophitticall, 

V:I|lanes in Verſe, bal- Runagares in R:ime, 

Falſe R b-wits, and cont-mnecd (]aucs of time, 
Purloyning Theewes,that pilter from Detaie 

The due of {tidy,and reward of Arc. 

Pot Focrs,chat have «kill ro ftcale Tranſlations, 
And/imco EngliÞ) filch ſtrange tongues and Nations 
An | c'"ange the Language of good Wits vnxnowne 
Th:cle Thiewsh Raſcals print them tor their owne, 


Miſtake 


CC. 
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| eA Thiefe. 
| Miſtake me not good Reader any wayes, 
Tranſlators do deſeruereſpeRt and praiſe, 

For were it not for them, we could not haue 
| A Bible,thar declares our ſoules to ſauce, 
| And many thouſand worthy workes would lye 
| Nor ynderſtood, or in obſcurity, 
[fchey by Learned mens intelligence, 
Were not Travflated with great diligence: 
[| honour ſuch,and he that doth not lo, 
{ Mav his ſoule ſinke to cuerlaſting woe. 
| I ſpeake of ſuch as ſteale regard and Fame, 
Who doe trarſlate,and hide the Auth ors name, 
| Or ſuch as are ſo barren of Inuention, 


| Yer vpon thoſethar can will belch their ſpire, 


To this effet I oft haue wrote betore, 
And am enforced now this one rime more, 
| To rake my Pen againc into my hiſt, 
And anſwer a depraving Emblemiſt, 

[ pare co name him, bur I cell him plaine, 
[fe're he dareabuſc me ſo againe, 
[le whip him with a yerking »atyres laſh, 
Fang'd liketh'inueiue Muſe of famous Naſh, 
That he ſh:1] wiſh be had nor beene,or beene 
Hang'd,ere he mou'd my [uſt incenſed ſpleene, 
He hath reported moſt malicioully, 
In ſundry places amongft company, 
That I doe neither write, nor yet inuent 


| The things cthar(ia my name) doepalle in print. 


That cannot write a line worth note,or mention : 


And with malicious tongues their names back-bite. 


Buc 


A Thaefe. 
But that ſome Scholler ſpends his cime and braine, 
And lec mehauethe Glory and the Gaine, 
Is any Poet in thac low depree, 
To make his Muſe worke [ ourney- Worke to me? 
Or are my lines with Eloquence imbe liſh'd, 
As any Learning in them may be reliſh'd ? 
Thoſe thatthinke ſo,they either iudgein haſt, 
Orelſc their iudgements pallar's our of raft, 
My pen in Helicon, | nere did dip, 
Andall my Schollerſhip is Schullerſhip, 
I am an Engliſh-man,and haue the ſcope 
To wricein minc owne Countries ſpcech (I hope) 
For Homer was 2 Grecian, and I note 


That all his workes inthe Grecke tongue he wrote ; 


Virgil and Owd, neither did contemnc 
To vſcthart ſpeech,their Mothers taught to them. 
Dn Bartas, Petrarcke,Tafſſo,alltheir Muſes 

Did v(e the Language chat their Countrey vſes, 
And though I know but Engliſh, | ſuppoſe 

I hauec as many tongues as ſome of thole, 

Their Scudies were much better, yer | ſay 

I vſe my Countries ſpeech,and ſo did they. 
Becauſe my Name is Tay /or, ſome doe doubt, 
My beſt Inuencion comes by ſtealing our 

From other Writers workes, bur [ reply, 

And piue their doubtfull diffidence the lye. 

To cloſe this point { muſt be very briefe, 

And call them Knaues;thar call me Poet Theife, 
But yet a Poets theft, | muſt not ſmother, 
For they doe eften ſtcale from one another : 


They 
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eA Thefe. 
| They call it borrowing,butTthinke ictrue, 
Toterme it Stealing, were a ſtyle more due. 
There is a *peech. chat Poers ſtill are poore, 
> | Butnerecill row I knew the cauſe wherefore: 
| Which 1s, when cheir inuentions are at beſt, 
| Then they are daily rob'd, 'tis manifeſt, 
| Fornoble Thzenes, and poore Thienes all conioyne, 
| From painefull Wricers ſtudies ro purloyne. 
| And licale their flaſhes, and their (parkes of wir, 
{ Scill ver riog them atall occaſions fir, 
As if they were their owne,and theſe men are 
e) | Fortheir ſtolne ftuffe eſteemed wiſe and rate, 
They call it borrowing, bur [ cell chem plaine 
te: | Tis ſtcaling,for they never pay apaine. 
The vſe of Money's ten 1i'th Hundred ſtill, 
| And men in Bonds bound,as the owner will, 
| Bur wit and Poctry (more worth then treaſure) 
| Is from che Owners borrowed,ar mens pleaſure, 
| And tothe Poets lor ir hill doth fall, 
| Toloſe both Intercfi and principall, 
\ This is the cauſethat Poets are poore men, 
Tharc rob d,and lend,and ne're are payd agen. 
Tis ſaid that /acob (counſel'd by his Mother) 
Did ficale his Fathers bleſſing from his Brother, 
This was a Thetc which few will imitate, 
Their Fathers bleſſings are of 60 ſuchrate, (uing 
( For though ſome Sons might haue chem forthe cra- 
| Yet they eſtcemethem ſcarcely worth the hauing, 
Their Fathers money they would gladly ſteale, 
Buc for their bleſlings they regard no deale. 
hey And 
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And by their waters, you may gueſſe and gather; 
T hat they were ſicke and prieued of the Father. 
But on ſuch Thiezes aschole, I plainly ſay 
A hanſome hanging were not caſt away. 
Some Thiewes may chrough an admirableskill, 
An honeſt Common wealth both poll and pill : 
Theſe fellowes ſteale ſecureas they were Millers, 
And are {ubſtantiall men, their Countries Pillers; 
Purloyning pollers,or the Barbars rather, 
That ſhave a Kingdome,curſed wealth to gather: 
Theſe Pillers,or theſe Caterpillers ſwarmes 
Grow rich, and purchaſe goods by others harmes, 
Andlive like Feinds, extreamely fear'd, and hated, 
ewas Andarc,and ſhall be cucr execrated. 
forti- A King of Britaive once * Carell: nam'd 
_ Vpon Fecord his Charity 15 fam'd: 
hee Hs Tuſtice,and his memory was ſo ample 
ned He hang'd vp all oppreſſors,for example. 
re [If thatLaw once againe were in requeſt 
rifts Then,of all trades a Han gman were the belt. 
71: Theſe arc the brood of Barrabas, and theſe 
"A ' | 

Can rob,and be ler looſe againe at caſe, 
Whilſt Chrift (in his poere members)euery day, 
Doth ſuffer (through their Thefr )and pine away. 
And ure all men,ef whatſocre degree, 
Of Science, Artor Trade or myſterie, 
Or occupation, whatſoere they are, 
For truth cannot with Watermen compare, 
I know there's ſome obieftions may be made, 
How they are Rude, yaciuill in chcir trade, 
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! But that is not the queſtion I propound, 
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I fay no Theft can in the Trade be found; 
Our greateſt foes by no meanes can reueale, 
W hich way we can deceiue,or cheat,or ftcale ; . 
We rake men n,and Land them ar their pleaſure, 
And neuer bate them halfe an inch of meaſure, 
Still at one price our ſelues we waſte and weare, 
Though all things elſe be mounted double deare, 
And ina word,] muſt concludeand ſay, 

A Waterman caa bea Thiefe no way. 

Except one way, which | had balfe forgot 

He now and then perhaps may rob the Pot, ; 
Steale himſelte drunke, and be his own Purſpicker, s = 8 
And Chimically turnes his coyne to liquor, MAL 
This 1s almoſt a Vniverſall Theff, 

A portion Fathers te their ſonnes hauelefr, 

Men are begot,and doe like their begerters, 

And Watermen doe Jearne it of their berters. 

Ther's nothing that doth make chem poore & bare, 

But cauſethey are ſuch true menas they are: 

For it they would bur fieale like ocher men 

The G3llowes would deuoure them now andchen, ;f 

W hereby cheir number quickly would belelle, * 

Which(ro their wants )would be a good redreſſe, 

Their pouerty det: from the truth precced, 

Their way to thrive were ta be Theewes indeed, 

If they would ſtale avd hang as others doe 

Thoſcthat ſuruiue it were a helpe vnto, 

Truth js cheir crade,& truth doth keep them poore, 

Bur ifcheir cruth wereleſle their wealth 'were more, 
All 
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All forts of men worke all the meanes they can, 
To makc a 7hefe of euery Water-man: 
And as it were in one conſent they toyne, 
To trot by land !'th dirt, and ſaue their Coyne. 
Carroches, Coaches, lJades and Flanders Mares, 
Doerob vs of our ſhares, our wares,our Fares. 
Againſt the ground we ſtand & knocke onr hecles, 
Whilſt all our profic runncs away on wheeles, 
And whoſocuer but obſerues and notes 
The prezt increaſe of Coaches, and of Boats: 
Shall fnde there number more then e'rc they were, 
By halfc and more within theſe thirty yearc. 
Then Watermen at Sea had feruice fill, 
And thole that Rayd at home had worke ar will, 
Then vpſta!t Helcarti-Co:ches were to ſecke, 
A man conld ſcarce ſee twenty in a weeke, 
But now I thinke a man may davyly (ce, 
Morethen the Whirries on the Thames can be. 
When Quiicene Eliz4beth, came ro the Comne, 
A Coachiin England, then was ſcarcely knowne, 
Then 'rwas as rare ro {ce oneg1s to ſpy 
A Tradeſman that had never cold a lye. 
But now, hke plagues of e/£7ypr, they doe ſwarme, 
As thicke as Frog» orLice, varo our harme, 
For though the King ,the Councell,and ſuch States, 
Asare of hiph Superiour ranxes,and rates , 
For pert or pleaſure, may their Coaches haue, 
Yet'tis not fit that eucry Whore or Knane, 
And fulſeme Madams,and new ſcuruy Squires, 


Should jolc che ſtreets in pompe;at cheir delires 4 
Like 
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' Like great triumphanc Tamberlaines, each day, 
 Prawne with the pamper'd lades of Belgra, 
That almoſt all the ſtreets are choak'd out-right, 
| Where men can hardly paſſe from morne till night. 
Whilſt Watermen want worke,and are at caſe, 
To caric one another, if they pleaſe, 
Or elſe (ir (111, and poorely ftarue and dic, 
| Forall cheir liuings on foure W heeles doc fly. 
| Good Reader thinke1t not too long,or much 
That | chus amply,on this point doe rouch, 
Now we arc borne, we would our worke apply 
To labour.and co liue vniill we dye, 
And we could live well, but for Coaches theeuing, 
| Thar cuery day doe tob vs of our liuin 
If we, by any meanes,could learnethe Xin 
To rob the Coachmen, as they rob ys ſtill : 
Then in the Seſſions booke it wouldappeare 
They would be hang'd five hundred 1n 4 —_ | 
Beſides it is too manifeſtly kaowne, 
! They haue the Sadlers trade almoſt o'rethrowne, 
Ang the beft Leather in our Kingdome they 
Corfume and waltey for which poore men doe pay. 
Our Bootes & Shooes to ſuch high price they reare, 
That all our profit can buy none to weare, 
] in Bohemia ſaw, that all bur Lords, 
Or men of worth, had Coaches drawne with cords; 
Andl my neck vntorthe Rope would pawne, 
That if our Hackney Ratlers were ſo drawne, 
| With Cords, or Ropes,or Halters, chuſe ye whether 
| [t quickly would bring downethe price of Leather. 


Then 


A Thiefe. | 


Withour all flattery, here my minde I breake, 
The Prouerb ſaycs , gine loſers leane toſpeake. 
T hey carie a)l our Fares, and make vs poorc 
e Wher- That to our Boats we ſcarce can gera * whore, 
= Some honeſt men and women,now and then, 
ue al che Will ſpend their moneys amonpgft Wacermen, 
hores, But we are growne ſo many,and againc 
tbe Our Pares ſo few,that lictle 15 our gaine. 
paches Yer for all this (to give the Devil! his due) 
= Our honeſt trade can n2 way be vnrrue, 

be. It ſome be rude amonoft the multirude 

T's onely want of wotke that makes them rude, 

"Tis want of money and of manners ro 

That makes them do as too too oft they doez 
And cuery good thing that in them is ſcant 

Ir till muſt be impured totheir wars, 

Bur leauinp true mcn,] muſt turne ny ſtile 

To paltry The:#:s, whoic glory 1s their guile ; 
Forchrice three hundred of them from me tooke 
Soine of them ready money, ſome a Booke, 

And ſer their hands to Bils,to pay to me 


I bauethcir fiſts to ſhew in blacks and white, 
And after chat,1 to Bohemia wenr, 
And gauc eut moncy,and much money ſpent: 


Then Watermen ſhould hauc more workel hope, 
When eucry Hircling Coach d:awne with a Rope, 
Would make our Gallants ſtomack at the matter 

And now and then co ſpend their coyne by water, 


When |] from Scer/and ſhould recuriied be, (write, 
Crownes, pouxds, or Angels, what they plcas'd tro [An 


And 
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jAnd there] hauc che hands of Knights and Squiers; 
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' And for theſe things,thoſe Thieves in generall, 
Will neither giue me gaine or principal, 

[ lately wrote a © Pamphlet to the crew, 

Thar ſpake their due, for keeping of my due : 
Wherein I gaue them thavks that had me paid, 
And pardon'd choſe thar in their graucs were laid: 
To thoſe that were exceeding poore,or fled, 
(Excepr good words) I yery Uirrie ſed, 

| praid tor them that onely would and could noe; 


and inueigh'd atchoſe that could and would nor, 


And lec ihole ſhifters cheir owne Tugdes be 
a :c2ey hane nor bin arrant Tizexwes tome, 


For firſt and laſt they rooke (with their good wils) 


Neere fitreene hundred bookes ypontheir bills, 
And all cheir hands (If 1 cherruch may verter ) 
Are worſe then obligations ſcald with burter x; 
r0: | have 1nny ſtore (not worth a Lowſe) 

ks many Bills as well may thatch a houſe, 


"And Om74um9 g4t nerurm cheating knaues and lyers, 
fecn hundred 11 2 galleymawfrey, cloſe 

Wlich I would (cll tor fitceene pence the Groce, 
Thei'le neither pay wich coimnming,nor with ſending | 
ind are like old bootes, paſt all hope of mending. 
Firſt they did rob me of my expeAarion 

And made me walke a long perambulation, 

And as my Royall Maſter *when I came, 

The good Prince, and my Lord of Buckinghans 
Vid many more of Honour, Worſhip,and 

Men of inferiour callings in this Land, 


C And 
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Were beuntifull co me at my recurne, 
Yert1,like one, that doth one candle burne 
In ſecking of another, ſpent their gifts 
To finde out Sharkes, and Complements and ſhifts. 
Theft is the beſt Name I can giue their crime, 
They rob me of my bookes,my coyne,and time, 
Of o:hers bounty,and mine owne good hopes, 
And for this Thefc | leaue them to the Ropes, 
I ſpeake tothoſe that can and will nor pay, 
When in the ſtreets I meet them cuery day, 
we7co They doe not much miſtake if they doe thinke 
of Twiſh them hang'd, for keeping ot my chinxe. 
= Thus haue | rouch'd a crew of Thiemmny fellower, 
omes That rob beyond the compaſſe of the Gallowes: 

re Whileſt many little F44-«cs are hang'd vp dead 
>peund Thar onely ſtcal: for need to find them bread, 
As Pharh#'sfat Kine did che Leane deuoure, 
So great Thieves ſwallow ſmall oncs by their power, 
And ſure I thinke that common Burgleries, 
Pick-pockets,H'gh-wav Thi-n-s,and Pilterier, 
« ir:ds And all that thus tellomouſ]ly doc Thieme, 
Thic- A e Thizwes whole labuurs * many doerelicue. 
gs Yc- Who but poore Th1-#-s do Jaylors wants ſupply: 
_— Oa whom doe vrder-Keepers (till rely ? 
y men, From Threrning money fill is gotten thus, 

For many a Warrant and a Micrimus, 

And if mcn were not ap ito filch and Theewe, 
T were worſe for many a High,and vnder Shricuce 
The Halter-maker,and che Smich are getters 
For fatall cwift,and pond'rous bolts and ferters. 


The 
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The Carman hath a ſhare amongſt thereſt, 
Alchough not voluntary,yer hee's Preſt, 

The Ballad-maker doth tome profit reape, 

And makes a Tibrrne Dirge,excecding cheape, 
The whilit che Printers,and the dolcfull ſingers, 
Doe in theſe gainctull buſinete dip their fingers. 
Thevery Hangman hath the (lcight and skill, 
To extract all his goods from others ll, 

He is the Epilogue vato the Law, 

And from the jawes of Death his life doth draw. 
AndlIaft,the Hangmans Broaker reapes the fruit, 
By \.lling to one To#efe anothers ſute. 

Beljdes Thiewes are fir members,for 'cis knowne, 
They make men caretuli how to keepe their owne, 
For were it not for them, we ſtil] ſhould lye 
Rock'd in the Cradle of ſecunty, 

Lull'd in baſe idlene(Te,and Nluggiſh ſloath, 

Apc to allill,and to all gooduetle loch, 

Which would infe@ vs,and corryptthe blood, 
And therefore for our healih's fake, Thiewesare good: 
And ſome mrn arcſo prone to ſtcalc, | chinke 
c15as Nat'rall as their mear and drinke, 

They are borne ro'c, and canrot doe withall, 
And muſt be filching (till, what cre betall, 

A wiſpe of Ruſhes,or a clod ct Jand, 

Or any wadde of Hay that's next to hand 
'ihey'lſtcale,and foric haue a good excuſe, 

They doe't to keepe their hands in vre,or vic. 
Burt not t'excule a Thiefe in any caſe, 


I ſay there are ſome crimes, as voyde of Grace, 
G& 1 On 


A Thaefe. 

On whom men ſcarce haue feeling ora thanghtr, 
Nor ere like Thienzs are ro the Gallowes brought. 
Thoſe that obey falſc Gods commit offence, 
Againſt th'Eternall Gods Ommnipotence, 
Thoſethat doe grauen Images adore, 

Arc worſe then 7h:enes,yer arenot hang'd cherfore; 
Tis Treaſon high,to take Gods in vaine, 

Yet molt men doe'c.through frailty,or for gaine, 
The Sabbath 15 prophan'd continually, 

Whil't the offenders pay ſmall * penalty, 

And Parents are difhonour'd, without awe, 

The whilſt the childrea doc eſcape the Law. 

And Murther,though't be ne're lo foule and deadly, 
Is ofttimes made Man-ſlanghrer or chance-medley, 
Adultery's neighbourhood, and Fornication 

May be conniu'd ar, with a toleration. 

A witnes,that falſc [eftimony bearcs, 

Tis a great wonder it he loſe his cares: 
. But ſure,the Proucrbe is 2s true as briefe, 

Alyer's ever worler then a Thicte, 

And'cs call'd Thritt, who met. their mind; doe ſer, 
To couet how their Netghbours goods to ver. 

To be vaine-glorious,and ambitious proud 

Are Gentleman-l!;ke parts, mult be allow'd. 

To beate an Enuy bale and fecreely, 

Tis counted Wildome,1nd preat policy. 

To be a Drunkard,and the cat ro whip, 

Js call'd the king of all good Fellowſhip. 

But for a Thiefe,the whole world doth conſent, 
Thar hanging is the farteſt puniſhment, 

But 


a 
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| And better then his God, his ſoule it deemes: \ 
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But if that Law were put in execution, 

I chinke it would be mankinds difſolution : 
And then we ſhould hane Land and Tenements 

For nothing, or tor very ealie Rents, 

Whereby we ſee that man his wealth eſteemes, 


For let God beabusd, and let his ſoule 
Runne greedily into offences foule, 
He ſcarcely ſhall be queſtion'd for't, but if 
(Amongft his other linnes)he play the 7hiefe 
And fteale mens goods; they all will ſentence giue, 
He muſt be hang'd, he is vnht co hue. ' 
In the Low- Conntrirs,if a wretch doe feale 
But bread,or meat, ro feed himſiclfca meale, 
They will vamercitully bet and clour him, (him, 
Hale, pull,and teare, and ſpurne and kick, and flouc 
But if a drunkard be vnpledg'd a Kan 
Drawes out his knife and baſcly ſtabs aman, 
To runne away the Raſcall ſhall have ſcope, 
None holds him, bur all cry Lope Scellum Lope, Runth 
Thus there's a cloſe conn1vence tor all Vice, runae. 
Except for Thef:, and that's a hanging price. f 
One man's addicted ro biaſpheme and (weare, | 
A ſecond to carowſe,and domineere : 
A third to Whoring,and a fourth to fight, 
And kill and ſlay: a fifr man ee backbite, 
A (ixt and ſcuenth, with this or that crime caught, 
And all in generaſl much worſe then novght. 
And amongf all theſe finners generall, 
The Thiefe muſt win the Halter from them all, 

22 C3 When 


A Threfe. 
When ifthematter ſhould cxamin'd be 
They doe deſerve ic 2ll,as much as he. 
Nor yet is Theeweriz any vpſtarc finne, 
Bur it of leng Antiquitic hath bia : 
And by this Trade Greatmen hauenot diſdain'd, 
To win renawne and haue their ſtates maintain'd, 
Great Alexandrrs Copqueſts, what werethey 
But taking others goods and lands away : 
(In manners) I muſt call it Marctall dealing, 
But cruch will rearme it rob'ry,and flat ftealing, 
For ynto all the world it is well knowne, 
T hat he by torce,tooke what was not his owne, 
Some Writers are with Tambe lane fo briete, 
To file him with thename of Scyi/1an Thrcfe, 
Licargus lou'd,and granted gitts belide 
To Theewes that covid ſic Je, and eſcape ynſpide: 
But if they taken with the manner were, 
T hey mult reſtore, 5nd buy the bargaine dcare. 
Theewes were at all times euer to beliad, 
Exampled by the govd Threfe and the bad. 
And England (ti]] hath been a fruvfullland 
Of yaliant Theezes, thac dint bid rrue men ſtand. 
One Beftn Dwn, a fainons Terre ſuruwd, 
From whom the towne of Danj}.ible's deriud: 
And Robin Hood with little {bn agreed 
Torob the rich men,and the ponre to feed. (lining, 
. ThnePriefts had heere ſuch (mall meancs for their 
That many of them were 1nforc do rheening 
wo ace the fitt Heavy could rob exc'ient well, 


Wen he was Prince of Fl: as Stories ll. 
T her 
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Then Fryer Txcke a tall ſtout Thiefe indeed, 
Could betrer rob and ſteale,then preach or read. 
Sir Goſſelin Deinuill, with two hundred more, Edw 
In Fryers weeds, rob'd, and were hang'd therefore. 
Th us I in Stories, and by proofe doe finde 
That flealing's very old,time out of minde, 
E'rc I was borne, it through the world was ſpread, 
And will be when I from the world am dead. 
But leaving thus, my Muſe in hand hath tooke, 
To ſhew which way a Theife is like a booke. 


A Companion b&tweene a 
T hiefe and a Booke. 
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Ompariſons are odious,as ſome ſay, 
But my compariſens are ſo no way, 

lin the Pamphlec which I wrote before, 
Compar'd a Booke molt fitly to a Whore: 
And now,as fitly my poore Muſc alludes, 
(\ Thiefe r'a Bookein apt ſimilitudes. 

Apood Booke ſteales the mind from vaine prerences 
from wicked cogitations,and offences : 

:tmakes vs know the worlds deceiuing pleaſures, 
\nd ſer eur hearrs on neuer-ending treaſures. 
to when Theemes ſtealc,our Cattle, Coyne or Ware, 
|tmakes vs ſee how mutable they are. 

Nuts vs in minde that we ſhould put our truſt, 

Yhere Fellon cannot ſteale,or Camker ruſt. (enter, 
ud Bookes through cyes and cares doe breake and 
ind take poſſeſſion of the hearts fraile Center. 
ifeing all the little Kingdome Xe, 

ſlith all the poys 'nous miſchiefethar they can, 

ill they haue rob'd and ranſack'd him of all 

F things which men may iuſtly goodnes call. 

| Robs 


A Thaefe, 
Robs him of Vertue,and heau'nly grace & 
And leaues him begger'd, in a wretched caſe. Got 
So of our earthly goeds, Theenes ftcale the beſt, «5 
And richeſt lewels,and leane ys thereſt. 3 
Men know notT@emes from true men by their looks 5g, 
Nor by their outlides,no man can know Bookes, jc 


Both arcto be ſuſpeRed, all can tell, , A! 
And Wiſemen ee they truſt, will cry them well, ©; , 
A Books may hauea Title good and faire, An 
Though in ic one may finde ſmall goodnes there: | a, 
And ſoa Thiefe, whoſe aRions are moſt vile, {; 

Steales good opinion,and a True mans tile. Lil 
Some Fookes (prophane) che ſacred Texrabuſe, | 
With commen Theewes,it is a common vſe, | Or 
Some Bookes are full of lyes,and Theewes are ſo, (5, 
One hardly can beiceue thcir yea or no. fre 
Some Bookes are ſcurrilous,and too abſceane, Th 


And he's no right Thiefe that loues not a Queanc. | aj 
Some Fook's not worth che reading for their fruits, | a, 
Some Theewes not worth the hanging, for their ſutesy ,,, 
Some Bookes are briefc,and in few words declare a, 


Compendious matter,and acuteneilc rare, bt | 
And ſo ſome Theewes will breake into a Houſe, &s 
Or cut a Purſe whilſt one can cracke a Lowe : Gays 
Some Bookes are arrogant and impudenc, As 


Soare moſt Theexes in Chriftendome and Kewt, «<$, 
Some Bookes arc plaine & ſimple,and ſome Theewet | - 
, Are (imply hang'd, whilft others getReprievess 5, 
Some Books like fooliſh Theewes,their faults are ſpidg As] 


Some Trecenes like witty Books, cheir faults canhicn' Gin 
onl 
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Some Bookes are quaint & quick in their conceits? 
Some Theewes are atiue,ntmblein their ſleights, 
> Seme Bookes with idle ſtuffe the Author fils, 
Some Theewes will ſtill be idle, by their wils. 
5oks Some Beokes haue neither Reaſon, Law,or ſenſe, 
$ Nomore haucany Theezesfor their offence. 
A Booke's but one, when firſt it comes roth'Prefle, 
l, [tr may encreaſe to Numbers Numberlelle, 
And ſo one Thiefe perhaps may wake threeſcore 
: jAnd that threeſcore may make ten thouſand more, 
Thus from one Thiefe,Theeness may at Taft amounc 
Like Books, fromgone Booke paſt all mens account, 
» [Andes with induſtry,and Art,and skill, 
| One Theefe doth dayly rob another (tilt, 
[50 one Bogke from another (in this Ape) 
Steales many a Line,a Sentence,or a Page. 
Thus amongſt Bookes,good fellowſhip I finde, 
'* All things are common, Th-exes beare ne ſuch mind. 
S | And for this rheening, Bookes with Hue and Cry 
Itty Are ſought, (a8 Theewerare) for their Felony. 
© As Theenes are chas'd and ſent from place co place, 
So Bookes,arc alwaycs in continvall chaſe, (bound, 
As Bookes areſtrongly Boſs'd, and Claſp'd and 
So Theewes are Minacled, when they are found : 
As Theeues are oft cxamin'd,tor their crimes, 
Jo Bookes are vide,and haue been at all times, 
As Theezeshauve oft at their Arraignment ſtood, 
4 v0 Buokes are tride if they be bad or good. 
109 a; Turies and Grand [uries, with much ſtrife, 


ide ue vp (for Theeaes) a Verditt,Death or Life. 
pe Ss 


eneit 
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So as mens fancies cuidence doe giue, "nc 
The ſhame or fame of Bookes,to dye or line : Wh 
And as the verie(t Thiefe may haue ſome friend, Co! 
$o the worſt Bookes, ſome knaue will fhll defend, Wb1 
As Theenes cheir condemnation muſt abide, (ly'd, 5 
Bookes are decm'd true ſometimes, ſometimes be. \n« 
As Theenerarc iudged,ſo haue Bookes agen, or 
As many Cenſures (almoſt) as are men, \n 
And as their faults are different in degree, (we ſee, or 
Some Theenes are hang'd, ſome Bookes are burnt , Th 


Some Theenes are for thcir ſmall offences whip'r, Thi 
All Bookes are Preſt,except a CAfanyſcripr. Ma 
As Theewes are buricd, when the Law is paid, Th 
So ſome Bookes in obliuions graue are laid, To 


The Iaylors keepe the Theenes,and much regards Un 
Theſtrength of fetters, Locks,bolts,grates & wards, By! 
And will know when and how abroad they goe, Vn 
There And vnto Bookes the Scationers * are fo. A 
ods be- Still Bookes and Theewesin one conceit doc ioyne; \Ih 


"xXta For, if you marke them,they are all for coyne. "An 
Stationer ; | - 
and a lay- Some Theewes exceeding braue a man may finde or 
or;the Sta- In $Sattin,and their Cloakes with Veluer linde: IF t 


oner And ſome Bookeshauc gay coats vnto their backs Th 
cepes Whenastheir inſides, goods and poodnes lacks, To 


| = \:, Sonic Bookes are all beratter'd,torne andrent, All 
She 5 ane T»ccnes endure a ragged puniſhment. th 
aylor Some 7heenes may come(their ſorrowes to increaſe) | oor 
O14 Before a ihallow officer of Peace, Ani 


=_— Onerhac can Cough,call knaue,and with »9n ſexſe, No 
il, Commic,betorc he know for what offence: Cay 


eA T hiefe. 
nd ſo ſome Bookes to Coxcombs hands may come 
Vho can cry piſh,and mew,and tuſh,and hum, 
condemne ere they haue read,or throughly ſcand, 
1d, Ubuſing what they cannot vnderftand, 
24, 4 Booke ſometime doth proue a Thieves true friend, 
> Anddothpreſcrue kim from a hanging end: 
'or ler a man at any Scſlions looke, 
4nd ſti!] ſome Thiencs arc ſaved by their Booke. 
ce, ſorne Thiewes arelikea Horne-booke,and begin 
it -, Their A.B.C, of filching, with aPin : 
Their Primer 1s a point, and then their Pſalter, 
May picke a Pocket,and come neerea Halter. 
Then with long practice in theſe rudiments, 
To breake a Houſe mav be his Accidence; 
; Und vling of his skill (thus day by day) 
ds, By Grammer he may rob vpon the way, 
Vntill at laſt, ro weare (it be his hap) 
A Tiburne Tippet, or old Stories Cap. 
; \That is che high'ſt degree which they can take, 
"An end co all cheir Studies there they make: 
For amongſt Thienes,nor one among a ſcore, 
If they berais'd ſo high,they'leſtcale no more, 
; Thus the compariſons hold ftill you ſee, 
To Whores and Thienes, Bookes may compared be. 
Allare like A tors, in this waucring Age, 
They enter all, ypon the worlds great Stage: 
ſe) ome gaineapplauſe,and ſome docaQ amitle, 
And exit from the Scaffold with a Hifle. 
7, Now if my Whore er Thiefe play well their parts, 
Cue them their duczappland their good deſerts, is 
A 


_ 
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If ill, To New-gate hifſe them, or Bridewel, 
To any place, Hul, Halifax or Hell. 


And thus the Thiefe and Book ioyne beth in one; 
Both having made an E N D, chey both hauec 


DONE. 
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Thus having treated ſufficiently of Fhores and 
Whoring, and of Thicwes and Thiening, | doe purpoſe. | 
ſhortly, te ſer forth a Pamphet, inthe Commenda- | 
tion of Jaylors and Iayles, with the neceſſity of 
Hanging, andthe Hangmans Art ar Myſtery, com- 
pendiouſly deſcribed, | 


FINTIS. 


